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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



Certain theologians and lexicographers declare that religion is merely a terra 
for the designation of worship, according to established systems. Good use of the 
word, I am ready enough to grant ; but, were that its only application, I could 
scarcely hope, using it as a caption, to say anything which has not already been 
said by those who know more than I do of theology. It seems to me that a cer- 
tain extension of the scope of the word should be as generally accepted rs th» 
color which the theologians give it. Religion, first of all, should mean the principles 
which govern human lives. Worship, whether public or private, should be re- 
garded as a matter of secondary importance. 

A man's religion is a man's code of moral ethics. If he has no moral ethics, 
he may worship forever, according to established systems ; he will still be minus 
religion, in its true sense. The man who participates in public worship, for the 
mere sake of seeming religious, is viler and lower than the meanest of animate 
creations. His whole life is one of harmfulness, deception, and treachery. Those 
who penetrate his mask and see the contemptible rottenness which it covers, rele- 
gate others who are worthy and honest into the same category with this hypo- 
crite. A thousand are falsely accused and censured for his sake. Others, failing 
to read so clearly, do not detect the sores of this leper, and so from them he re- 
ceives praise and credit for his seeming piety. Worse than all, he insults his 
God. Another man, who makes neither show nor pretense, allows himself to do 
nothing which he would not be willing to accept as just and right if vouchsafed to 
him from others. He gives, always, value for value, and sees to it that no man 
suffers at his bands. In public worship he is never seen, and of piety he never 
speaks with faltering voice and downcast eyes. 

No one would, for a single second, be at a loss which of these to choose from the 
standpoint of manliness ; yet, if religion be only a system of worship, the knave 
would be counted worthy of an eternal crown of glory by theologians, while the 
other, the man with the conscience, would be relegated to perpetual gloom and 
darkness. Religion a system I A system for worshiping God ! Why not, as 
well, require all human hearts to beat in concert, and pounce down, with scorn 
and stern rebuke, upon whoever dares breathe either a little in advance of, or a 
trifle behind, his brother. Ridiculous, perhaps, but certainly consistent. The 
fact is, the world is overrun and worn out with systems. They are the enemies of 
originality, the destroyers of freedom, the slayers of common sense. Life is made 
baneful, happiness is marred, love itself is scourged and flayed for the convenience 
and fostering of systems. 

Religion is not a matter of outward, but of inward, importance. It is of small 
consequence, what the world may say or think, so long as one's soul bears neither 
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stain nor goadmark. Roguery, not honesty, requires a system. Nobility of 
soul is as simple as sunshine ; it is in trickery and knavery where complications 
are. To have the name of one's Creator constantly on one's lips, and to make no 
further demonstration that one ever thinks of him, may be all that the system of 
worship requires ; but there is room for doubt as to whether this is the sort of 
religion which a dying man will turn to, in his last moments, for consolation and 
comfort. 

Perhaps my judgment is perverted, and, perhaps I am stubborn ; but I doubt 
if the man whose religion consists entirely of public worship, and the constant 
whining of the name of the deity, ever feels any actual reverence for the sacred 
name he says so often. 

I do not wish to be understood as in any sense crying down public worship. 
None, I am sure, respect it more than I do. In the present condition of human 
affairs, it is a most valuable and necessary institution. Notwithstanding the 
revolting crimes and sins which it seems to approve, cloak, and sanction, we should 
be infinitely worse off without it. We must keep it and sustain it until we have 
something to substitute for it, which, generally speaking, will be better than it. 
As for me, I am of the opinion that the day will come when the ecstasies of relig- 
ion, like the ecstasies of love, will be surrendered to in secret — without the prof an- 
ing gaze or presence of scoffers and hypocrites. All prayer will then be straight 
from the heart to its Creator ; and His name will be held in such reverence and awe 
that devoteeswill only whisper it in their souls. Its common mention and use will 
then be punishable as a crime, and sacred things will no longer be made a matter 
of form, system, and lightness. 

Moral and spiritual health may then be possible ; laws will, possibly, be some- 
thing more than empty words, embracing and clothing unheeded formulas ; and 
the penalties of transgression may be taken into account. The saying of prescribed 
rites being discontinued, there will be less opportunities for hypocrisy. Fewer 
persons will profess being followers of that which the divine law demands and 
compels, but more will possess actual religion. Seeming, rather than being, 
according to the present state of things, will be reversed into being, rather than 
seeming : and so the good old Roman aphorism will once more become something 
else than a mere pretty thing to quote. 

If I am blind, and all wrong— if system and form, and parade and show, are, 
after all, really wisest and best, I have the consolation of knowing that no one 
whose views are antagonistic to mine will be apostatized by what I have said. And 
there is, also, the still pleasanter thought that I may have helped and encouraged 
some one who shares with me the feelings which I have tried to express. 

George Sand. 
II. 

HENRY GEORGE'S LAND TAX. 

The theory of Henry George, that land should be taxed for all public expenses, 
and that all other property should be relieved from taxation, has recently come 
into such prominence that it certainly demands serious attention. Mr. George is 
acknowledged, on all hands, to be perfectly sincere in his teachings. It is every- 
where admitted that he is a man of remarkable intelligence and ability. His bitter- 
est opponents credit him with the best of intentions. Is it not reasonable, there- 
fore, to suppose that his economic doctrine of land taxation, whether right or 
wrong, is closely allied to some great truth 3 How else could he have impressed it 
upon thousands of minds, thoughout Europe and America ? 

Again, if Mr. George is in error, he must be understood before he can be cor- 



